Overseas Field Training in UPM

In this overseas field training, my main objective was to install a low volume air sampler and high volume air sampler in Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) to observe air pollution conditions in Kuala Lumpur. It was necessary for me to create a team to observe the air quality for the duration of one year continuously. I was advised by Prof. Oikawa to build a team which eventually consisted of three members. At the beginning, I thought that the work culture / condition in Malaysia was similar to that in Japan. However, I did not know a great deal about Malaysia, such as many thunderbolts. So I could not have done it if they had not provided great help. I have also learned a lot from them in Malaysia. There is no doubt that it is necessary to be good at a foreign language (English, Malay, or Chinese) in order to get along in a global community. However, I realized again from them that it is even more important to behave in a responsible way with enough common sense so as not to bother others. Though I could not understand their English very well, I could still clearly and strongly sense the impression of their cooperativeness, high sociality as well as the feelings they were trying to convey. Through this project, I just was able to learn how to be an international minded researcher. 
On the other hand, regarding my lifestyle in Malaysia, I was much supported by Professor Pauzi and his students. UPM is located in Serdang, where is about thirty minutes away from the center of Kuala Lumpur city. So I had an opportunity to experience Malaysian’s daily lifestyle. For example, visiting local shops which are not known to foreigners and countryside stores that local people usually go to etc. Regarding my impression on meals, cost of dining out is cheap. It is actually similar to that of self-catering. As a result, in general, they usually eat out for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Thus, there were many food stalls by the roadsides. I also visited one of the student’s apartment house and had a chance to see their college life. Based on my observation on Malaysian students’ lifestyle, a personal computer is very important for them especially for communication purposes if compared to Japanese students. In Malaysia, I had gained many experiences as well as friends over the 2 weeks, a memorable moment in my life.
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